
many rounds when things took a turn, as 
the pig said on the spit, and he told his men 
to blaze away, for there was no danger of 
them as long as the 'Orange Blossoms' 
lasted. Although our loss was heavy we 
had the satisfaction of knowing that the 
rebels paid dearly for that loss. Gen. Pax-
ton was killed, and according to their own 
account one-third of the brigade was killed 
or wounded. Our shot was not exactly 
thrown away. We learned from some pris­
oners taken by Berdan's Sharp Shooter's 
that the ground was thickly covered with 
their killed. They said it was no matter 
whether they lay or stood up, the fire of the 
'red-taped devils' fetched them, alluding to 
the pieces of orange tape worn by us as a 
badge. But I do not wish to fill your sheet 
with self praise—we feel satisfied that we 
did our duty, and brought no disgrace to 
Orange County. Our list of killed and 
wounded tells how well we sustained our 
reputation. 

"By the way, some of you in Newburgh 
talk and write, as if nothing less would have 
satisfied you than the taking of Richmond, 
although it had cost the life of every man 
in the army—you also try to make it out 
that our recrossing the river was a defeat 
more disgraceful than Burnside's; conse­
quently Joe Hooker must be a coward, and 
not fit to command a division, far less an 
army. All I have to say on this subject is, 
that we who have the work to do hereabouts 
think differently. If Hooker did not accom­
plish all we expected of him we know he is 
no coward, and we have lost no confidence 
in him. All the articles that could be writ­
ten against him in the State of New York, 
from now till the fourth of July, could not 
make us alter our opinion. We do not be­
lieve he is a God, or even a man without 
blemish; but we do believe that he can han­
dle an army well, and that for strategy his 
equal is not to be found. The army of the 
Potomac is ready to a man I believe to fol­
low fighting Joe Hooker, whenever and 
wherever he says 'Come boys.' " 

Local & Vicinity News. 

From the One Hundred and Twenty-Fourth. 

We have this morning received permission to 
publish the following note from Lieutenant Henry 
P. Ramsdell to his mother. The Lieutenant acted 
as Aid to Colonel Ellis, who was acting as Briga­
dier, and a note from whom speaks in very flatter­
ing terms of his young Aid's behavior in the fight. 
The letter is dated 

HEADQUARTERS OF DETACHMENT FROM THIRD CORPS, 
ARMY OF POTOMAC, 

BEALTON STATION, Orange and Alexandria R. R., June 10. 
My Dear Mother: We have been in another 

fight, and the only officer in our command hurt was 
Second Lieutenant Houston, of Company D. I 
was not even scratched. Nobody in Company C 
was hurt. We have whipped them this time very 
badly. Part of the time I was Aid to Colonel Ellis, 
and part of the time to General Ames. Our brigade 
loss was five killed, thirty-two wounded, and thir­
teen missing. I'll try to do as you want me to, 
and "not get shot in the back," although that 
might he excusable in a staff officer, who has to go 
every way. 

Your Son, H. P. RAMSDELL. 
The Lieutenant sends some "Secesh papers," 

picked up in the Rebel encampment. One is a bill 
of James F. Hart against the Confederate States 
for fifty-one dollars and seventy-two cents, for pork 
and flour furnished a detachment of Wade Hamp-



ton's Brigade while on detached service. The pork 
is charged at twelve and a half cents, and the flour 
at six, per pound—from which, taken in connection 
with the price current in Richmond papers, we in­
fer that the soldier-man must have "made his own 
bargain" to have got his provender at so much 
below the market price. For Mr. James F. Hart's 
sake, we are glad to say that the bill is properly 
vouched and payment receipted, thus furnishing 
evidence that the Confederacy has paid some of its 
debts; though we must say, that if Mr. Hart had 
to take his pay in Confederate hotes, as was proba­
bly the case, his pork and flour didn't "bring him 
i n " an extravagant profit. 

A second scrap is part of a letter from a wife to 
her soldier-husband. The spelling and composition 
would hardly "pass muster " in a grammar school, 
but the devotion to her soldier-husband's temporal 
and eternal interests would do credit to any wife. 
She concludes her letter thus: 

It seems that you bin gone for years time nor 
Distance can make no change in our affection for 
you. I pray for you and hope that you may be a 
devoted Christain it is the gratest Bleing that god 
has Betowed on men it prepares for life and for 
Death and Judgment I have no news that would 
interest you at presant I will tell you about your 
stock I have kept them altogether they look verry 
well I want you to get a furlow and come it will 
take me a month to tell you howdy and kiss you 
all under thirty five are xempt from camp life * * 
I must close be sore to write to me when you re­
ceive this pray for your companion and children. 
till deth your affectionate wife, 

E. A. WILLIAMS. 

THE 124th REGIMENT AT CHANCEL-
LORSVILLE. 

A correspondent o f t h e N e w b u r g h 

Telegraphy r e m a r k s as follows of the 

f ighting qualities of t h e 124th Reg i -

ment ,—and adds a few words in regard 

to t h e A r m y ' s opinion of H o o k e r : 

" T h e t roops t h a t we fought at Chan-
cellorsville, were no less than the famous 
Stonewal l b r igade , under Gen . P a x t o n . 
D u r i n g t h e g rea tes t p a r t of t h e engage­
ment t h e 124th held t h e front and cen­
t r e , and as I told you in ano the r le t ter 
not a man in t h e r g i m e n t t u rned his 
back to foe, or gave t he slighest i n d i ­
cation t h a t he was pigeon-l ivered. T h e 
chief of t h e b a t t e r y we were support­
ing, caut ioned h is men to look out for 
their pieces when he saw t h a t i t was to 
be suppor ted b y a "g reen r e g i m e n t , " 
as he was pleased to call us. W e had 
no t fired m a n y r o u n d s when th ings 
took a tu rn , as t he p ig said on t h e spit, 
and he to ld his men to blaze away , for 
t he re was no d a n g e r of them as long as 
t h e " O r a n g e Blossoms" lasted. A l tho ' 
our loss was heavy w e h a d the satisfac­
tion of k n o w i n g t h a t t h e rebels paid 
dear ly for t h a t loss. Gen . P a x t o n was 
kil led, and accord ing t o the i r own ac­
count one t h i r d of t h e b r igade was 
killed or wounded . O u r shot was not 
exact ly t h r o w n away . W e learned 
from some prisoners t a k e n b y Berdan ' s 
Sha rp Shoote r ' s t h a t t h e ground was 

thickly covered wi th the i r killed. They 
said i t was no m a t t e r whe the r t h e y lay 
or s tood up , t he fire of the "red- taped 
devils" fetched them, a l luding to t he 
pieces of orange tape worn by us as a 
badge . But I do no t wish t o fill y o u r 
sheet with self p ra i se—we feel satisfied 
t h a t w e did our du ty , and b r o u g h t no 
disgrace to Orange C o u n t y . O u r list 
of killed and wounded tells how well 
we sustained our reputa t ion . 

By the way, some of you in N e w ­
burgh ta lk and wri te , as if no th ing less 
would have satisfied you than the tak­
ing of R ichmond , a l though it had cost 
t he life of every man in t h e a r m y — y o u 
also t r y to make it out t h a t our recross-
ing the r iver was a defeat more dis­
graceful than Burnside's; consequent ly 
J o Hooker must be a coward , and not 
fit to command a division, far less an 
a rmy. All I have to say on this sub-
j e c t is, t h a t we who have the work to 
do hereabouts th ink differently. If 
H o o k e r did no t accomplish all we ex­
pec ted of him we k n o w h e is no coward , 
we have lost no confidence in him. All 
t h e art icles t h a t could be wr i t ten a-
gains t h im in t h e S ta t e of New Y o r k , 
from now till t he fourth of J u l y , could 
no t m a k e us a l t e r our opinion. We do 
no t bel ieve he is a God , or even a man 
wi thou t b l e m i s h ; b u t we do believe 
t h a t he can h a n d l e an a r m y as well, and 
t h a t for s t r a t e g y his equal is no t t o be 
found. T h e army of t h e P o t o m a c is 
r e a d y to a man I believe t o follow f ight­
ing J o e H o o k e r , whenever and wher­
ever he says " C o m e boys." 



PROMOTION.—Lieutenant Henry F. Travis, son 
of Silas L. Travis, Newburgh, who has been con-
nected with the Quartermaster's department of the 
One Hundred and Twenty-Fourth Regiment, N. 
Y. S. V., has just received his commission as Cap-
tain of Company I . Mr. Travis is a true patriot, 
and this a most deserved promotion. We trust a 
bright future awaits him. 

Lieutenant Finnegan, wounded at the battle 
of Gettysburgh, arrived home this morning. 

For The Goshen Democrat. 
THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION AND 

THE 124th REGIMENT. 

This organizat ion, is, as i ts name pur­
por ts , a commission h a v i n g an equal in­
te res t in t h e heal th of soldiers f rom ev­
ery S ta te , g a t h e r i n g in supplies, and 
disburs ing without par t ia l i ty . Th i s , 
and t h e Chris t ian Commission have 
been consol idated in to one, and is ac­
k n o w l e d g e d b y t h e officers of t h e Ar-

my of the United S ta tes , after an ex­
perience of e ighteen months , t o be al-
t o g e t h e r t he bes t and safest channel in­
t o which t o p o u r t h e vo lun ta ry offer-
ings of those who desire t o aid the sol­
d iers w i thou t any risk. 

I t is au thor ized b y the Gove rnmen t , 
has the precedence in commanding 
t ranspor ta t ion , and has outl ived all t h e 
more selfish organizat ions , has a t last 
absorbed t h e individual benefactions 
which so often miscarr ied, and w h e n , 
if received, were misapplied. I t has 
branches in our pr incipal cities. I n one 
of t h e r epor t s from N e w Y o r k , it was 
s ta ted t h a t of 25,000 boxes sent to t h e 
Cooper Union , b u t one had been lost, 
while in t h e store-houses of t h e E x p r e s s 
Companies in W a s h i n g t o n , 75,000 box­
es w e r e unclaimed. I t has been found 
u t t e r l y impract icable t o base opera t ions 
upon any o ther than t h e broad Nation-
al principle; ou r loyal women mus t 
work for Maine or Wisconsin , and t h e y 
of those Sta tes m u s t cast the i r dona­
tions in to t h e same common reservoir . 
I t m a y s t imulate t h e m to g r e a t e r ef-
forts in t he prepara t ion of delicacies for 
t he sick, especially a t th i s t i m e of in-
g a t h e r i n g of fruits. T o k n o w t h a t t h e 
R e g i m e n t raised in ou r C o u n t y have 
received incalculable benefits from this 
Ins t i tu t ion , D r . Thompson w h o is now 
home on furlough, r ec ru i t ing his hea l th , 
says he cannot ni l anguage sufficiently 
s t rong , express his h igh apprec ia t ion of 
t h e benefits conferred by th is mos t hu­
mane organizat ion. T h e i r peculiar mis-
sion is to act in emergencies, t o s train 

every nerve in reach ing t h e sufferer 
with appliances, hav ing a tenfold value 
because of a r r iv ing in time. I m m e d i ­
ately after the ba t t l e of Chancel lors-
ville, t h e y were a t work with a cook­
ing s tove , m a k i n g b r o t h and helping 
the w o u n d e d even before t h e y w e r e re­
moved to our Hospi ta l s on th i s s ide of 
t he Rappahannock . A t G e t t y s b u r g , 
when t ranspor ta t ion had been so re-



duced as to make it impossible to bring 
a sufficient q u a n t i t y of G o v e r n m e n t 
Hospi ta l Stores , t he mortal i ty , he says, 
would have been appal l ing, bu t for t he 
p r o m p t efficiency of the Commission, 

w h o s e agen t s had eve ry th ing a t t he 
p roper moment , and did all t h e work 
until t he G o v e r n m e n t could g e t in 
work ing order . W h e r e t he re have been 
imputa t ions of part ial i ty, misapplica-
t ions, or inefficiency, t hey have in all 
cases been traced to t h e neg lec t of hav-
ing m a d e proper requisi t ion, or to a 
wan t of indebtedness to this Commis-
sion, m a n y being recipients of benefits 
wi thout knowing the source from which 
they are der ived. 

Goshen, July 25, 1863. 

I am very happy to have an oppor tu ­
nity of appending m y t e s t imany to t he 
value of the U n i t e d S ta tes Sani tary 
Commission. I have given to Mrs . 
Redfield (who is one of the two Asso­
ciate Managers for t he C o u n t y of Or-
ange,) many details in proof of t h e in­
est imable benefit our R e g i m e n t with 
others received a t t h e hands of the i r 
agents . Before I unders tood t h e meth­
od of mak ing requisit ion, I t h o u g h t 
disparagingly of them, bu t I now de­
sire t o see my count ry-women, one and 
all, g iv ing all t he suppor t possible t o 
this most life-saving and humane agency . 

J. H. THOMPSON, 
Surgeon 124th Regt., N. Y. V. 

DESERTER KILLED.—We learn that on Wednes-
day or Thursday afternoon last, Deputy Provost 
Marshal Little went into the town of Monroe to 
arrest a deserter from the One Hundred and Twen­
ty-Fourth Regiment, named David Morgan, who it 
was ascertained was at work in the coal pits. The 
officer found him and told him he was a prisoner, 
when the man exclaimed that he could not take him 
alive, jumped from the pit and started to run. The 
officer ordered him to halt or he would shoot, and 
not being obeyed, fired his revolver. The man ran 
about as far as a single breath would sustain a man 
and fell dead, the ball having passed through a vital 
part and lodged under the shoulder blade. The af­
fair caused considerable excitement in that locality. 
Morgan is reported to have borne a bad reputation, 
and to have taken bounties and deserted three or 

four times. His funeral took place on Friday. 

T h e citizens of this village have 

presented t o L t . Col. F . M . C u m m i n g s , 

124th R e g i m e n t , N. Y. Vols . , a splen­

did sword, he hav ing had t h e one he 

used on the occasion of t h e la te ba t t l e 

a t G e t t y s b u r g b roken in t w o , by a shot . 

T h e new one is a regu la r "Damascus 

B l a d e , " "as good as t h e y make 'em," 

and in t h e hands of t h e he ro of so many 

hard-fought ba t t l es , we fell assured i t 

will do good execut ion . 


